
2nd Sunday of Advent, Cycle A 

Is 11:1-10; Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12 

 I love to share the stories of saints.  One such saint is a man 
who was named Reprobus, but you all probably know him by 
another name.  Reprobus lived in the middle of the third century.  
He was a man who was exceedingly tall, even for our times.  
Tradition says that he was about 7 feet 5 inches.  Reprobus set 
out to serve the most powerful king in the world.  He found 
himself in the employ of the King of Canaan, who had a mighty 
army and ruled over a vast territory. 

 One day, he noticed the king cross himself at the mention 
of the name of the devil.  Reprobus asked what he was doing, 
and the king told him, “I make this sign to ward off the devil so 
that he will do me no harm.”  Reprobus replied, If you are afraid 
of the devil, then I will go serve him, because I will serve no one 
except the most powerful lord in the world.” 

 Well as anyone who’s ever gone “searching for the devil” 
will tell you, he’s not hard to find.  Shortly after that, Reprobus 
came across an army of fierce-looking men out in the desert and 
the commander identified himself as the devil.  So Reprobus 
swore allegiance to the devil, to Satan.  Later though, as they 
were marching, the devil and his thieves spotted a roadside 
cross.  Trembling the devil ordered his troops to leave the road 
and take a wide detour around it.  When Reprobus saw this, he 
asked Satan why he trembled at the cross and discovered that 
Jesus was stronger even than the devil. 



 Reprobus left the devil to search out this Jesus, the one 
called the Christ.  He eventually came across a Christian hermit 
who explained the kind of service he would need to do.  Since 
he did not feel able to dedicate his life to fasting, since he liked 
to eat as we taller guys do, or to prayer, the hermit gave him a 
task.  He was to live beside a nearby river, where the water was 
deep and the current strong, and carry anyone on his shoulders 
who wished to cross.  After some time of carrying travelers 
across the river, a young child appeared on the bank asking to be 
taken to the opposite side.  During the crossing, the river swelled 
and the child seemed to get heavier and heavier.  When they got 
to the other side, he said to the child “You have put me in the 
greatest danger.  I do not think the whole world could have been 
as heavy on my shoulders as you were.”  The child responded: 
You had on your shoulders not only the whole world, but Him 
who made it.  I am Christ your king, whom you are serving by 
this work.”  The child then vanished, and Reprobus took on a 
new name, “Christopher” which means “Christ-bearer”.  And 
thus, he is today, the patron saint of travelers, and many of us 
have a Saint Christopher medal in our cars. 

 We all are like St. Christopher, searching for something to 
attach ourselves to.  It could be a powerful king or leader, it 
could be a cause dear to our hearts, or sometimes that cause is 
simply ourselves, our own advancement in this world.  This 
second Sunday of Advent, we encounter John the Baptist.  He 
has placed himself in the service of the Lord as a prophet.  And 



he fulfills his service by pointing, as the last of the prophets, to 
the coming Messiah, the coming of the King of kings who will 
bring with Him the great Kingdom of Heaven.  And so his 
baptism of repentance is a shedding of anything that will distract 
us from following the Lord who is to come. 

 This is why he becomes so angry when the Pharisees and 
Sadducees arrive.  For they have placed their trust in Abraham, 
more specifically, in their biological relationship to him.  The 
Jewish belief at the time was that all Jews went to Heaven due to 
their relationship to Abraham…that even the evilest Jew was 
saved from the fires of Gehenna by the merits of Abraham.  So 
for John to challenge this is unique.  Jesus also does this with the 
parable of Lazarus and the rich man.  Remember, the rich man, a 
descendent of Abraham, is condemned to Gehenna, and while 
Lazarus enters the bosom of Abraham. 

 These Pharisees and Sadducees lived evil lives, yet felt 
pride in their “status” as sons of Abraham.  Yet the opposite 
should be true.  One should feel shame as a son of so noble a 
father, and yet failing to live up to his example of holiness.  It 
brings to mind another of Jesus’ parables, the Prodigal Son.  The 
son did not return to his father thinking that his status as son 
would mean he’d be welcomed back home.  He arrives home in 
shame, sayings “I no longer deserve to be called your son.”  
John clearly does not see this shame and sorrow on the face of 
these Pharisees and Sadducees, and hence calls them out for 
their hypocrisy.  



 For as one early Church father put it, it is better to live 
nobly being born of a contemptible family, than to live 
contemptibly being born into a noble family.  Salvation, 
reaching the shores of Heaven is not something we are born into.  
It is not a hereditary right, but rather a choice.  A choice offered 
to each and every man and woman because with the coming of 
Christ, the gates of Heaven are opened for everyone, Jew and 
Greek, Hebrew and Gentile.  Saint Paul says that in his letter to 
the Romans.  Jesus came to the Jews to fulfill the promise that 
was made to them as a people, in order to show the whole world 
that God keeps His promises. 

 And what is that greatest of God’s promises?  The one that 
John mentions.  The reason that John is not worthy to carry the 
sandals of his cousin from Heaven.  The promise that one will 
come who will baptize not with water, but with fire and the Holy 
Spirit.  The prophets and writings of the Old Testament gave the 
Jewish people, and others who read them, instruction and 
encouragement, as St. Paul says.  But it is the Gospels, the 
coming of our Lord and Savior, that gives us something greater.  
They give us hope.  They give us hope that God will fulfill His 
promise to us, that God will not abandon us to the forces of this 
world.  Rather, He will give us the graces we need to be Christ-
bearers in our own lives.  So that no matter how high the waters 
rise, or how heavy the burden becomes, if we place our trust in 
Him, if place ourselves in His service, we will make it safely to 
the other shore.  


